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Semester 6 : MAIN OBJECTIVES 

(not only about the English language but about Soft Skills)
Get ready for next year and your professional life
Making oral presentations (presentation 2 about the environment), taking into account the tips from presentation 1

Email writing

Solving problems on the phone

Writing your CV

Writing a letter of application for (Master’s Degree/ Engineering school/ Internship)

Prepare for an interview

Prepare for the oral exams of IMT, Agro, GEI, etc…

Autonomous activities to practice at your own pace and to get individual corrections (Individual Training)
Vocabulary with Quizlet

Grammar explanations
Be professional

SCHEDULE 

L3 VCh
 
2024-2025
	
	DATE
	CONTENT
	FOR NEXT TIME

	1
	Jan 14
	Explanation of the Escape Game ppt + grid

Presentation of semester 2 
Research for Presentation 2

Prepositions game
Oral Activity: topics 
	For Jan 21:

Quizlet + Individual Training

	2
	Jan 21
	Quizlet

Explanation Emails (tips + email1)
Pronunciation tips + practise

Oral Activity: topics
	For Jan 28:

Quizlet + Individual Training 

Email 1

	3
	Jan 28
	Email 1 + Quizlet

CVs and cover letters + letter of application for schools + video Monster
Pres°1: ………………………………………….
Oral Activity: Opposite words game
	For Feb 4:

Quizlet + Individual Training

 + CV 


	4
	Feb 4
	Quizlet

Pres°2: ………………………………………….
Oral Activity: topics
Email 1: grammar time + phone call

Explain free class
	For Feb 11: 
Quizlet + Individual Training

 + CV 
Prepare free class

	5
	Feb 11
	Quizlet + Tips for Interviews + questions

(+role play 1)
Pres°3: ………………………………………….
Give email 2 
Prepare free class
Oral Activity: Opposite words game
	For Feb 18:
Individual Training 
Prepare free class


	6
	Feb 18
	FREE CLASS
	For March 4:

Quizlet + Individual Training 

+CV + email 2

	
	
	WINTER BREAK
	


	7


	March 4
	Email 2

Quizlet + CV dead line for the corrections
Pres°4: ………………………………………….
Interview Role Play 2 + with teacher for feedback (grille)
	For March 11:

Quizlet + Individual Training 
Interest in IMT/AGRO/GEI?

	8
	March 11
	Quizlet

Email 2: grammar time + phone call
Pres°5: ………………………………………….
IMT/AGRO/GEI …
Oral Activity: topics
	For March 18:
Quizlet + Individual Training + Email 3



	9


	March 18
	Quizlet + get email 3
Pres°6: ………………………………………….
Oral Activity: Opposite words game
the news
IMT/AGRO/GEI …
Criteria for interview 
	For March 25:
Get ready for the Interview

(bring your CV, etc)

	10


	March 25
	Interviews (grille) + voc Q°
Individual Training 
	Get ready for the exam, bring green document

	11
	April 1
	Email 3: grammar time + phone call

Final Exam: writing test
	Bring your Individual Study File

	12
	April 8
	Pres°7: ………………………………………….
Correction of the exam

IMT/AGRO/GEI …
Assessment of the course
	


3 GRADES :

1-Interview 







/20

2-Writing an essay






/20

3-Participation during the semester 



/20
Oral English in class /10 

+ Involvement /10 :

-email1







/1

-email 2







/1

-email 3







/1

-CV








/4
-Individual Training (1 point per activity)


/3
E-MAIL WRITING TIPS

Lydia Merle



From :

To :

Subject :

Dear Madam / Dear Sir,

Dear Ms Smith / Dear Mr Hammer,

Dear Mary / Dear John,

Thank you for your email

I am contacting you about ….

1 idea = 1 paragraph

1 idea = 1 paragraph

I look forward to hearing / reading from you soon.

Please, find attached the file about ….

Best regards,

Kind regards, 

Yours sincerely (if you know the recipient’s name)

Yours faithfully (if you don’t know the recipient’s name)

Be polite : I would like to know… / Could you tell me if …/ Would it be possible… / I would appreciate if you could …

Use idiomatic expressions : I can’t wait to read about … /This is all the more important that … / I am afraid it will not be possible to … etc

CVs’ check list by
Lydia Merle 


· Don’t forget to PRINT your CV on PAPER 

for the due date BEFORE class



�

· Make sure there are no French words


�

· Start with a personal profile




�

· Make sure you mentioned:

· +33 for the phone number



�

· France







�

· Paris-Saclay University




�

· English certification level 



�
· Respect the different sections explained in the slideshow

· EDUCATION






�

· WORK EXPERIENCE (no -s)



�

· SKILLS







�

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (no -s)

�

LETTER OF APPLICATION FOR A SCHOOL

Name, address…

Dear Sir or Madam,

Dear Mr …

Dear Ms …

Paragraph 1 : introduce yourself

-I am currently …

-interests

-skills

-past experience with your achievements

Paragraph 2 : Why are you interested in the school

-what attracted you

-what particular aspects of the school matter to you

(Don’t forget that they know their school better than you do)

Paragraph 3 : Make a link between you and the school

-What would you like to study there (options, etc…)

-How does this school fit perfectly with your academic and career plans

-What will you bring to the school (involvement in an association, …)

-What makes you a good applicant

(Make them curious to find out more about you to get an interview)

Final Paragraph:
Should you require any further information, I am available for an interview.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely (if you know the name of the recipient)

Yours faithfully (if you don’t know the recipient)
TIPS FOR INTERVIEWS 

BEFORE THE INTERVIEW:

-read you CV out loud at home: verbalize it
-think about how your experience can be translated into specific skills that you have acquired (A particular project> communication skills + autonomy)
-make sure you know the vocabulary that is required to talk about your experience in science, in former internships… (food-processing industry, …)

-find how your weaknesses can become assets
-think about what you can bring to the future school (not just about what the future school can bring to you), what makes you special and different from the other candidates > you will feel more confident. 
(Involvement in associations, achievements …)

-think about how to describe « Institut Villebon-Charpak » (projects…)

-make some research about the future school and show that you know why you apply there
-prepare concrete examples for everything you say
-Have a question ready to ask the interviewer

DURING THE INTERVIEW:

-If you have to deal with a question like « Introduce yourself », select the most relevant elements and link them to the school you want to join.

-Focus on the question 

(If you are asked to introduce yourself, don’t introduce your current school)

-Structure your answer when it is relevant: « I can think of three main elements :1 : …, 2 :…,3 : … »

-Give examples to illustrate your statement, let the facts speak for themselves (I am a hard-worker because …)

-Show enthusiasm, dynamism (smile)

-Use formal English

-Be positive about your life choices (Don’t say “I only did two internships)
-Look at the interviewer in the eyes (Eye-contact), sit straight.

LIST OF POSSIBLE QUESTIONS FOR INTERVIEWS

« Nice to meet you / Nice to meet you too »
« It is a pleasure to meet you / It is a pleasure to meet you too »
GENERAL:

Introduce yourself. (You will have to select the most significant elements)
How would your family or friends describe you?
POSITIVE:

What are your three main qualities? (First, … Then, … Finally, …)
Talk about your skills and assets.

NEGATIVE:

How are you going to deal with your weaknesses and lack of experience?

(negative > positive)
SCIENCE:

Why are you interested in this field?

CONCRETE ELEMENTS:

Can you tell me more about your most recent internship?
What was your main group project and how did you help your team?

WHY YOU AND US? (win-win situation)
Why should we choose you for our school/Master’s degree?

Why do you think our school is the best way for you to accomplish your dreams?
Why this Master’s degree?
Is there a particular programme in our school that caught your attention?
END OF THE INTERVIEW:

Do you have any questions?

How would you like to conclude this interview?

« It was nice meeting you / It was nice meeting you too »
« It was a pleasure meeting you / It was a pleasure meeting you too »

WHAT MAKES AN INTERVIEW CONVINCING?

In order to be convincing, you should:

HOW :











-use appropriate greetings

-adopt a good posture, sit straight, keep eye contact

-smile

-express motivation, enthusiasm for what you apply for

-be organised in what you say (signposting, linking words)

-speak good quality English (not « gonna »)

-mind your pronunciation

-mind your grammar

-use idiomatic expressions
WHAT :











-give concrete examples for every idea.

-show you know the school/the master’s degree/the lab/the firm

-speak with no hesitation (prepare your answers in advance) 

-select the most significant and relevant elements of your profile

-show there is consistency between the CV, the letter of application, the interview and the school/company

-be open to improvement

-end on an impressive note

-use specific and precise vocabulary

-have a question ready to show your interest
Be memorable!
TOPICS FOR WRITING OR SPEAKING              by Lydia Merle and her students
	1
	Comment on one of the presentations about the environment

	2
	What is your favourite way to relax?

	3
	What do you usually do to have fun?

	4
	Make some research about a cultural fact from an English-speaking country and summarize what you learnt

	5
	What would you tell your younger self?

	6
	What do you value in your everyday life?

	7
	What about the Fashion Industry?

	8
	Write about the Institut Villebon Charpak 

	9
	What did you want to be when you were a kid?

	10
	What do you think is the most stupid thing in the world?

	11
	How to be convincing in a discussion?

	12
	What would you like to change in your life?

	13
	Name an inspiring historical figure and explain why

	14
	Where do you feel safe and why?

	15
	Are you a stay-at-home person? Explain why yes or no.

	16
	Are you more of a “mountain” or “seaside” person?

	17
	Which animal would you like to be?

	18
	Should we make a distinction between an individual and their actions?

	19
	Comment on the latest news.

	20
	Any topic connected to your field of studies or others.


FOR WRITING:

Choose whichever topic you want. 

Write your essay at home. It will be corrected but not graded so no need to use ChatGPT
Your essay should contain 10 to 220 words. Respect the word limit please!

PLEASE:


-leave some space between the lines for the correction.
-underline the linking words, the idiomatic expressions and the new expressions seen in class.

-avoid contractions like don’t > do not, aren’t > are not, gonna > going to, wanna > want to, etc.

-use CAPITAL letters for Nationalities, Countries, Months, Days.

-avoid thinking about complete sentences in French, use only keywords (translation is a very difficult exercise).
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