MAGISTÈRE DE BIOLOGIE - INDEPENDENT STUDY, FALL 2024-2025
During the fall semester you will get credits for 20 hours’ work in English. These hours will be divided between a Project and Self-Study. 

PROJECT (8h): General English – Developing a critical approach – Pair work
Choose a book or a film (this might be a television series) that you and your partner find particularly interesting. Swap thoughts and plan your project together.
This report should comprise the following sections: 

1. Introduction (Student A): What the work is and why you chose it (200 Words (+/- 10%)).
2. Description of the work (Student B): The outline or story (200 Words (+/- 10%)).
3. Commentaries (Student A + Student B): Discuss form and content and expand on your personal reasons for choosing the work. (500 Words (+/- 10%) for each student).
4. Conclusion: Discuss why this work should matter to us today (150 Words (+/- 10%) for each student).
N.B. You will need to gather the appropriate vocabulary online, but copying and pasting is not an option! 

YOU WILL PRESENT YOUR PROJECT IN AN ONLINE TUTORIAL AT THE END OF THE FALL SEMESTER
Assessment:   Complete? /5 
   Clear? /5
 Correct? /5 
Convincing? /5 
 = Grade /20
SELF-STUDY (12h): Scientific English & English Grammar.
It is essential that you keep a trace of all the work you do in a LOGBOOK (def: n.1. The official record book of a ship or an aircraft. 2. A record book with periodic entries.), and in a WORD document. It must feature your name in a general heading and the pages should be numbered. 

Every time you study English, make an entry indicating:

- the date;

- what you worked on; 

- how long you worked on it; 

- any notes you took;

- any required writing (please use a double interval);

- any scores or results you obtained if you think they are useful.

- a summary of what was discussed in conversation classes
Your logbook should sincerely reflect your 12 hours of self-study in English this term. It must begin with a recapitulation table (N.B. COPY AND PASTE THE MODEL BELOW).

NAME:




date:

	
	My hours
	Standard Time

	Scientific English (Listening Comprehension)

	
	5h

	Grammar

	
	4h

	Conversation classes
 
	
	3h

	TOTAL
	
	12h


As far as Self-study time is concerned, you are free to organise your time, and the time indications given in the table below can be adapted as long as you provide adequate justification. The golden rule is that you should not continue with an activity if you feel it is a waste of your time. If you work in the Multimedia Room (s.240, b.336), log in as: m1bio, Password: m1bio, and save all your work onto a USB key. If the document you need to save cannot be copied, use impression écran, and crop and paste the picture into your logbook.
Conversation classes with English-speaking tutors should be available from October onwards. Further information will be provided nearer the time.
	Activity
	Tasks
	T.

	SCIENTIFIC ENGLISH/ Listening Comprehension:
TED Talks

https://www.ted.com/talks
Ted Talks ‘Watch’ – ‘Browse Library’ – ‘Topics’ – ‘See All Topics’ – ‘Biology’ – ‘Duration’ = ‘18 + minutes’

Or

iBiology

https://www.ibiology.org/explore/
Duration = ‘15-30 minutes’


	Watch the videos of your choice
Write a summary (and optionally a commentary) for each video you watch.

You should produce around 500 words (+/- 10%) all together.


	5h

	GRAMMAR
Multimedia room: Tensebuster V9 (All levels)
Or 
http://www.englishpage.com/ 

Or
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/grammar-exercises.html 


	In ‘TensebusterV9,’ choose the chapters you need most. Start from the last activity: Your test. If you score less than 80%, go through the course at the speed of your choice.


	4h

	CONVERSATION CLASSES 


	Remember to register for classes at the Secrétariat des Langues for conversation classes.
 
	3h


N.B. THE DEADLINE FOR SENDING IN YOUR PROJECTS AND LOGBOOKS IS THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2024. IMPORTANT! PLEASE USE WORD DOCUMENTS, NOT PDFs.
