
British education system  
  

France England and Wales 

Ecole 
maternelle 

Petite section 
Moyenne section 
Grande section 

Nursery 
school 
(Pre-
school) 

 

Ecole primaire  
CP (6 ans) 
CE1 
CE2 
CM1 
CM2 
 

Primary 
school 
 

Infant School: 
Reception, age 4 to 5  
Year 1, age 5 to 6  
Year 2, age 6 to 7  
 
 Junior School  
Year 3, age 7 to 8  
Year 4, age 8 to 9  
Year 5, age 9 to 10  
Year 6, age 10 to 11  
 

Collège 6ème 
5ème 
4ème 
3ème 

Secondary 
school 

KS3: 
Year 7 (first year) 
Year 8 (second year) 
Year 9 (third year) 
KS4: 
Year 10 (fourth year) 
Year 11 (fifth year) 
KS5: 
Year 12 (lower sixth) 
Year 13 (upper sixth) 
 

Lycée 2de 
1ère 
Terminale 

Université Licence (3 ans) 
Master (2 ans) 
Doctorat 

University Bachelor’s degree  
(3 or 4 years) 
Master’s degree  
(1 year) 
PhD (3 years) 

 
 


